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WTO to showcase commuter service 
Tuesday, 28 April 2009 

By THOMAS JENKINS      
Staff Writer 
Need a lift? 
That's the question West Texas Opportunities is posing to area employees and students forced to commute to the 
Midland-Odessa area, as the agency's JARC (Job Access Reverse Commute) program gets ready to offer free 
rides.  

“This is the first rural transportation service of its kind in this region,” said Deedra Cope, JARC coordinator for 
West Texas Opportunities. “We're partnering with E-Z Rider and Midessa Transportation in an effort to connect 
riders to education and employment opportunities. The Permian Basin Workforce Development Board has been a 
strong partner of this project, and thanks to their support bus fare has been free since the unveiling of the project.” 

Free? 

“Yes, we've been providing this at no cost,” said Cope. “And we'll continue to do so until June 1, when a very low 
fare will be implemented. Right now the plan is to charge $4.25 for a round trip. The Big Spring JARC route runs 
five days a week, Monday through Friday, departing at 7 a.m. and returning at 5 p.m., with the possibility of 
stopping in Stanton for other commuters.” 

Cope said the JARC program is on the “cutting edge” of urbanizing rural transport. 

“Ultimately, this route provides new opportunities for those who currently commute by personal vehicle to use a 
more cost effective means of transportation, provides the unemployed with a broader range of employment 
opportunities and assists students with their transportation needs to access training,” said Cope. “This campaign 
is meant to encourage employees and students to experience the benefits of public transportation.” 

To kick things off, Cope said WTO plans to have the program's staff at the Wal-Mart Supercenter in Big Spring 
Sunday from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. 

“This will give people a chance to see the bus we'll be using and meet the staff,” said Cope. “There will be 
cookies and brownies for everyone who stops by , along with promotional giveaways.” 

Cope said there is more information about the program online at www.gowto.org. 

 
Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at citydesk@bigspringherald.com  
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� Gerber Baby Set

� Learn the Acai Diet

� Cleansing Diet
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